<>In 1884 at the request of Portugal, German
chancellor Otto von Bismark called together
the major western powers of the world to
negotiate questions and end confusion over the .=
control of Africa. Bismark appreciated the opportunity
expand Germany's sphere of influence over Africa and
desired to force Germany's rivals to struggle with one
another for territory.

At the time of the conference, 80% of Africa
remained under traditional and local control. What
ultimately resulted was a hodgepodge of geometric
boundaries that divided Africa into fifty irregular
This new map of the continent was superimposed
over the one thousand indigenous cultures and

regions of Africa. The new countries lacked rhyme| Qs
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or reason and divided coherent groups of people R
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did not get along. e
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Fourteen countries were represented by a
plethora of ambassadors when the conference opened in Berlin on November 15, 1884. Of these
fourteen nations, France, Germany,
Great Britain, and Portugal were the
major players in the conference,
controlling most of colonial Africa at
the time.
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At the time of the conference, only the

Europesn leaders .
Povcatily dde coastal areas of Africa were colonized
el il by the European powers. At the Berlin
S Conference the European colonial
R powers scrambled to gain control over
) the interior of the continent. Following
(i e the conference, the give and take
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What motivations do you think caused this sudden “Scramble for Africa”?

List 3 motivation below, rank ordered 1 - 3.
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As a member of the English middle class in 1885, you've recently been exposed to Darwin's evolutionary theory that

the strongest species are those that are able to adapt to their environment, while those that do not will die out. How
might you use Darwin's evolutionary theory to justify the colonization and subjugation of the indigenous “savages”

within your nations newly acquired colonies?
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-the different ethnic and
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“This.contrasts with the
present political units,
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Following the Berlin Conference in 1885, there was a

European chase for colonies called the ‘Scramble for
Africa’.

What impact do you think these European boundaries
had on the indigenaus people of Africa?
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